Neutral Loves Variety, Especially of Practices

By Anne Marle Ruff
Doty Sournal St Wi
Charles PereyraSuarez loves a good
mix — a mix of ethnicities, places, jobs,
lanmuages, names and, especially, a good
mix of practces
*You never know when some experi
ence in your fife is going to be important,”

PereyraSuarez said, “but everything I've 8

done has been useful

His experiences range from crusading
for kir housing to prosecuting governe
ment contractor fraud, defending health
insurers, investigating police misconduct
and advocating positions for access for
those with disabilities and school desagre
gabion

Profile

*1 think my Efe would be much more
dull f [ coukdnt mix all these expen
enoes” PereyraSuarez said “One of the
nice things about a biw degree is the
opportunity to have variety in your prac
Goe."

Russell Clamypitt of Jacks and Maybaum
said he was very impressed with Pereyra
Suarer’s range of experience.

*A= a mediator,” Clampitt said, “its got
to help to have such a wide range of things
that you have worked on”

Clampitt, who was at the Wilkams Law
Group m Lot Angeles when he used
PereyraSuarez as a mediator, said such
an eclectic mix is no surprise given
PereyraSuares's backgrouni

PereyraSuarez, 58, was bomn Carlos
Alberto Pereyra Suarez Ennguez Sarano
in Uruguay. He traces his lineage through
Cathobic Spaniards and Perfugusse on
one side and Sephardic Jews fom France
and Ntaly on the other, His ancestors at var
jours imes hved in Turkey, Chile, France
Spain, laly and Brazil He spent time in
Cuba, Medeo, Cohunbia, Chile, Peru and
Hrazl before coming to the US

Hiz Gther, a Seventh [Day Adventig
rminister, bootstrapped himsell up fom a

Neutral Charles Pereyra-Suarez saxd he enjoys the criminal
part of his practice and complex [tigation; “They are fun cases

smull Urupuayan village near Brazl to
university studies in Chile and Chicago
..Lll:l:i a master's [ll"”l‘ﬂ"‘ from ﬁl;!n]n:[-;l
University. His mother earmed her PhD
in Engumstics and romance languages al
Stanford

Pereyra-Suarez said his parents always
had frends from other countnes.

I learned at an ewly age to interact
with other cultures,” he said
mvsell multicultural.”

He is [uent in Spanish and Enghsh and
probaent in French and Portuguese

The immigrabon service wasnl as

T consider

interested In PereyreSuares's mukticulir-
alism. They shortened lus name to
Charles PereyraSuariz so it would 6 on
the mmmigration forme when, at 15, he
became a U5 citisen. He inssts on being
called Chuck

"My role models were mussionanes i
public-service jobs,” he sud “My early
intention was to be a minister. At that time
in the Seventh Dayv' Adventist suboulture,
it was not Jooked on favorably 1o be a
lawyer. But [ was a mavenchk.”

PereyraSvares's publicsarvice ethic is
gpparent in much of the work he has
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because there are real people saying, "He delrauded me,” "Na,
he defravded me' i's real Ife 's nol absiract.”

done. After he received an exemphbon
from military service as a conscentious
r1h=r‘t‘l-‘-7 during the Vietnam War, bie
chose o fulfill hie allernative servce by
spending two years workang for the San
Fernando Valley Neighborhood Legal
Services. He later worked for the Western
Center on Law and Poverty, the Civil
Rights Division ol the US. Justice
Departrment and the criminal division of

the LS. attorney’™s olfice in Los Angeles
Suarez-Pereyvia also has significant
experienice in private practice. He was an
See Pags 2 — ECLECTIC
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associste with Gibson, Dunn & Cruicher
from 1962 to 1584, a partier ot MeKenna
& Cuneo rom 14986 o 1985 and a partmer
at Davis Wright Tremamne from 1995 to

LOGE,

Since 998, he has malnained his own
practice 1o the past few years, he has pro-
vilad medizton and arbiration services
through the Los Angeles County Superior
Court ADR panel. the Amencan
Arbitration  Association and  the
Alternative Resolution Centers. In the
past year, he also has provded his servic-
es 18 & newiral h the construction
pane] of the National Arbitration Forum in

MMinnsapalis,
Suarez-Pereyra sald he mies nod 1o get
too G from avil nghts work and has kegpe
his hand in pro bono work.
*He il does frec medation cases”
Clampint said, “and | admire that "
Marcus A Maoncini of Mancini and
Associates in Sherman Oalos worked with
arez on & pro bono case.
“Even after the nwmber of pro bone
hours were used, he continead 1o call the
paries to get a settlement,” Mancini said
“That was three or four years ago, and |
haven't forgoéten him. 1 never forget the
really good or the really bad mediators |
work with.™

Mancni counts Perevra-Susrés amony

the former group

PeroyraSuarez estimates that more
than hall of his work s now [ mediation
andl arbitration

Bul, he said, "1 enjoy Btigstion. | think
I'm different from a lot of mediatoss whe
say they are a0 glad to be away from o

That courcoom experience transiaies
well into his neutral work, ssid Jamea A
Viclkman of Vickonan and Associstes in

bt Wwld us ouwr weaknesses withoul
being ruds.”

PereyraeSuare: believes he s “user:
friendly” to counsel
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health care and government contracting
=Lt

"They are fun cased,” he said, "hecause
there are real people saying, ‘He defraud
ed me. No, he defrauded me ' ["sreal lile
It's oot abstract”™

When PereyraSuare: arhitrates, he
said, he puts a lot of emphasis on fact-ind-
ing and discovery. He often will ask ques
tons when lawyers are finished present-
ing their cases i he thinks critcal ponts
haye beeckleft out

“T'm 6ot one of those medialors who
pushes partes w0 settle in the dark”
PereyraSuarer sud "[ may encournge
partisg 10 get 0ne or two more Key depo-
sl thons "

Peroyra-Suarer said hus setthernent rate
i about 20 percent an the cases where he
s chosen and paid by the parties
Medintions ordered by the Superior
Court have a slighty lower settiement
rale.

Mancini said Pereyra-Suarer has &

“wonderful calm soothing pervonality,
which works well with bath plasibffs' and
defendants’ attorneys.”
Meandni's case did settle,
| Pereyra-Suares) made sure everyone
wils — which was a gnod setfle
ment” Mancni said

Here are some of the lowyers who
mave woed Froooro-Sugrer tervice
Mark S5 Adasns, sole practitioner,
Brentwood; Justin M. Goldwtein,
O'Mebvery & Myers, Los Angeles;
Susanne M. Hankins, Severon &
Werson, Irvine Yakub Harszard,
Alschuler, Grossman, Steis & Kahan,
santa Monica, Marcus A |
Mandini & Assocales, Sherman
Oaks, Mike Martines, Lawig,
Brishoas, thurd & Smith Los
Angeles; Came S Mclain, Heltea
law Group, Long Beach, Wilien L
Smith, Trum:l'rhh:htl Long
Bﬂl:h.jmj_ Vickman, Vickman
& Associates, Beverly Hills; Daniel
M. Petrocelll, O Melveny & Myem,
Century City; Stephen M. Fenster,
Schwartz & Fensper, Beverly Hills;
Bruce A Armagrong, Lynberg &
Watkins, Los Angeles
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